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READING 7 

 

Turning Neighbor Against Neighbor 
 

An aide to Hitler once expressed the new government’s attitude toward its opponents. 

“The government will brutally beat down all who oppose it. We do not say an eye for an 

eye, a tooth for a tooth. No, he who knocks out one of our eyes will get his head chopped 

off, and he who knocks out one of our teeth will get his jaw bashed in.”  

According to Rudolf Diels, the chief of the political department of the Berlin police, 

that attitude could clearly be seen on city streets. “Every SA man was ‘on the heels of the 

enemy’; each knew what he had to do. [The storm troopers] cleaned up the districts… 

Not only Communists but anyone who had ever expressed himself against Hitler’s 

movement was in danger.” Some were confined to concentration camps like the one at 

Dachau. Others found themselves in “private prisons” that 

Diels described as “hellish torture.”
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Although the storm troopers operated outside the law, they 

encountered very little opposition. Indeed, many openly 

supported their efforts. In a short story, Christopher Isherwood, 

a British writer, described the way the Germans he met 

responded to the Nazis.  

 

They smiled approvingly at these youngsters in their 

big, swaggering boots who were going to upset the Treaty 

of Versailles. They were pleased because it would soon be 

summer, because Hitler had promised to protect the small 

tradesmen, because their newspapers told them that the good times were coming. 

They were suddenly proud of being blond. And they thrilled with a furtive, sensual 

pleasure, like schoolboys, because the Jews, their business rivals, and the Marxists, a 

vaguely defined minority of people who didn’t concern them, had been satisfactorily 

found guilty of the defeat and the inflation and were going to catch it.
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By April 26, the Nazis felt confident enough to take their campaign of terror and 

intimidation once step further. They created a special bureaucracy that would be 

responsible for all executive actions against their political enemies. Under the leadership 

of Hermann Goering, the Gestapo (an acronym created by the initial letters of Geheime 

Staatspolizei, or Secret State Police) was authorized to “protect public safety and order” 

by using methods that ranged from interrogation to consigning individuals to “private 

prisons” and later to concentration camps. According to historians Michael Burleigh and 

Wolfgang Wippermann, neither practice was “based upon judicial decisions or subject to 

judicial review.”
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The government will 
brutally beat down all 
who oppose it. We do 
not say an eye for an 
eye, a tooth for a tooth. 
No, he who knocks out 
one of our eyes will get 
his head chopped off, 
and he who knocks out 
one of our teeth will get 
his jaw bashed in. 
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CONNECTIONS 

 

How did the Nazis use the language of warfare to describe their political enemies? To 

create an atmosphere of terror and intimidation?  

 

Earlier you were asked to consider what it takes to create a dictatorship out of a 

democracy. What are the steps? How important was this one? How does Isherwood’s 

account explain why many people chose to remain silent? How do you explain it?  

 

Fritz Stern and other historians argue that Hitler was “ever anxious about the reaction to 

him at home and abroad.” But in the first few months of Hitler’s rule there was very little 

active opposition. And at every point he was emboldened by “silence, acquiescence, or 

support.”
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 What other choices did ordinary people have in the spring of 1933? What 

could they have done? What might have been the short-term consequences of their 

actions? The long-term consequences? 

 

 

READING 8 

 

Taking Over the Universities 
 

Even as the Gestapo was organizing its program of terror 

and intimidation, one group after another was pledging its 

support to National Socialism. That process could most 

clearly be seen in the nation’s universities, which had always 

boasted of their autonomy. Peter Drucker, an Austrian 

economist, was then a lecturer at Frankfurt University. 

Fearful of Hitler’s plans for Germany, he was prepared to 

leave the country but hoped that it would not be necessary to 

do so. An incident convinced him otherwise.  

 

What made me decide to leave right away, several 

weeks after Hitler had come to power, was the first Nazi-

led faculty meeting at the university. Frankfurt was the 

first university the Nazis tackled, precisely because it was 

the most self-confidently liberal of major German 

universities, with a faculty that prided itself on its allegiance to scholarship, freedom 

of conscience and democracy. The Nazis therefore knew that control of Frankfurt 

University would mean control of German academia. And so did everyone at the 

university.  

Above all, Frankfurt had a science faculty distinguished both by its scholarship 

and by its liberal convictions; and outstanding among the Frankfurt scientists was a 

biochemist-physiologist of Nobel-Prize caliber and impeccable liberal credentials. 

When the appointment of a Nazi commissar for Frankfurt was announced (around 

February 25 of  

When Hitler arrived in 
1933, the tradition of 
scholarship in Germany 
was destroyed, almost 
overnight... Europe was 
no longer hospitable to 
the imagination – and not 
just the scientific 
imagination. A whole 
conception of culture was 
in retreat: the conception 
that human knowledge is 
personal and responsible, 
an unending adventure at 
the edge of uncertainty.


